State Camps

CAMP COSTING

When deciding the cost to the individual going to camp many things must be considered.

It is wise to keep the cost to the individual as low as possible.

Five ways to achieve this are:—


1.   Keep number of non-paying campers to a minimum.


2.   Don’t travel too far.


3.   Use reasonably priced campsite.


4.   Do your own cooking.


5.   Keep profit margin to a minimum.

     Other things to take into consideration when working cost per head are: –


1.   Minimum numbers.


2.   Cost of Transport.


3.   Camp Fees.


4.   Cost of Food.


5.   Badges/Scarves, etc.


6.   Postage and Printing.


7.   Cost of Activities. 

1. Minimum Numbers



(a) Most camps charge for a minimum number regardless of the number you take.



(b) You must decide what minimum number you are prepared to take and work your 
     
      costing accordingly.

2.  Cost of Transport

     
Consider

       

(a) Cost of Buses 
–  ring around to get quotes

                           


–  find out if petrol is included in hire

                           


–  cost of driver






–  any parking fees or tolls

       

(b) Private Vehicles
–   any petrol money you may have to allow for camp 





   


    organisation 







–  a car should always be available for emergencies.



(c) Trains/Trams

–  even ‘non-paying’ campers must pay fares so extra 





   

    has to be added on to paying campers to cover this.



Then total transport costs and divide by estimated number of paying campers to get 

your transport cost per person.

3.  Camp Fees


Usually include

   


(a ) Charge per person per night

            


–  paying campers pay extra to cover non- payers

            


–  paying campers must cover the minimum charge

   


(b) A charge per night

            


– e.g. $25.00 per day regardless of number of campers




(c) Minimum fees nearly always apply




(d) Check for extra fees 
–  kitchen if doing own cooking

                          




–  oval if using council facility

                          




–  cleaning fees

                          




–  booking fees

                          




–  breakages



Total all camp fees and divide by estimated number of paying campers to get 


your 
cost per person.

4. Food

  
(a) Catered Camps usually state $X per person per day




–  They usually have a minimum number




–  Non-payers have to be covered by paying campers

  
(b) Uncatered or Self-catering Camps




–  decide on menu 




–  work shopping list and cost it, then divide by estimated number 



   
    you hope will attend.




–  work out cost of individual meals and total to find the cost per 



    

    person (Don’t forget non-payers must eat, so divide the cost of 



   
    their meals between paying campers). Remember to allow 




   
    something for non-edibles, e.g. detergent, toilet paper, etc.


(c) B.Y.0. Food Camps.




Don’t just turn the kids loose to buy their own food instead:





–  Get them to draw up a suitable menu in groups of 2, 4 or 6





–  Help them to work through their menu and write out a 




    

    shopping list





–  Go with them to price this list





–  Help them to work out their cost per person economically 




    
    by seeing that 






(i) any small items that can be brought from home are –e.g. salt






(ii) Items to be bought are divided evenly on a cost basis





     or 






Cost of items divided by number in group –  money pooled – 





group shops together





–  Don’t forget to give them a trial run in cooking their meals before 




    they have to fend for themselves at camp


(d) Quartermaster System (bike hikes, canoe trips, within a camp)



– Cost as for (b) above, but buy in smaller packages, tins, etc so food can be 

   
   distributed to groups for preparation and cooking



– Cost would be slightly higher for two reasons




(i) Smaller packages usually cost more 




(ii) More wastage.

5.  Badges and Scarves


(a) Total cost of badges  - divide by number of paying campers 


(b) Scarves entail - material - cotton for hemming, screens and ink for printing.

6. Postage and Printing 


Charges must include 



(a} Printing and postage of camp registration forms 



(b) Postage and printing of ‘What to Bring’ forms 



(c) Printing of work books, certificates, etc. 



(d) Cost of any advertising of camp.

7.   Activities



(a) Hire of equipment - canoes, etc. 



(b) Cost of handouts - sweets, text cards, etc. 



(c) Gear for art/craft activities - paint, clay.

N.B.  
Always allow some leeway when fixing camp charges to allow for



any increase in fees, or food, or something you forgot  (first aid supplies?).

